Could ivermectin have a synergic effect with albendazole in hydatidosis therapy?
The efficacy of a combination of ivermectin (IVM) and albendazole (ABZ) used as a chemoprophylactic treatment and as treatment of secondary hydatidosis is described for the first time. IVM treatment alone was not effective against Echinococcus granulosus, either when the protoscolices were recently inoculated or when they had developed to the metacestode stage. However, the efficacy of IVM and ABZ when used in combination as a prophylactic treatment was 95.72% and 87% with respect to the number and the wet weight of cysts, respectively. These results were higher than in the treatment of secondary hydatidosis, which were 44.8% and 45.26%, respectively. The ultrastructural changes in the germinal layer of the cysts after the treatments are also described.